
 

                                “It’s the best year of your life”  [Chelsea, age 5] 
 
“I want to come here every day” [William, age 4] 
 
     “Why do I have to go to school ? I want to stay here” [Cody, age 5] 

Welcome to Bush Kinder…. 



 

What is Bush Kinder ? 
Bush Kinder is The Farmhouse’s nature-based Kindergarten program, 

where children are provided daily opportunities to connect 
with nature and the outside world during their year before school. 

 
Bush Kinder children are delivered all of obligatory aspects of a kindergarten 

program, but in an exciting environment which fosters inquisitiveness and 
exploration, joy and enthusiasm.   

 
These children also relish regular, valuable bush experiences through which a 

sense of belonging and connection to the land and seasons is fostered. 

How we are different. 
Actively utilising the outdoors as a classroom, along with regular 
visits to the Howqua Hills historic area, builds children’s confidence, 
character, trust and resilience, as they develop their understandings 
of the interdependence between land, people, plants and animals. 
 
Bush Kinder provides children with an overwhelming 
opportunity to develop to their full potential in an 
environment in which they feel safe, secure and supported. 
 
The freedom to explore responsibilities and rights, 
and to gain an understanding of how their actions and 
responses affect others, empowering children 
to make choices and appreciate the value of fairness. 
 
In caring for The Farmhouse animals, children 
develop compassion, responsibility, curiosity,  
empathy, self-esteem and of course….pure joy. 

 



That’s right—just bring a water bottle ! 
 
Our Commercial Grade Class 1 kitchen has two dedicated cooks who 
produce and deliver to your child’s kinder room freshly-made meals—
morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea ! 
 
We follow the ‘Start Right, Eat Right’ program ensuring nutritious 
meals are enjoyed by your child.  All allergies are catered for. 

All meals are provided ! 

Is Bush Kinder 
a ‘real’ Kindergarten ? 
Absolutely ! 
 
Our Bush Kinder program consists of 15 hours per week 
of Government recognised, funded kindergarten education, 
delivered by qualified early childhood educators 
 
The Early Years Learning Framework, developed by the  
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, 
guides our teaching pedagogy, as we instil in children 
a life-long respect for themselves, others, the community 
in which they live, and the environment around them. 



 

Bush Trips 
We head bush—the real bush—the Victorian High Country ! 

 
Bush Kinder children experience the full glory of the seasons when we head      

to the Howqua Hills Historic Area to spend time immersed in nature and the great 
Australian Bush. 

 
We walk bridle tracks, explore the creeks and rivers—discuss how they rise and fall 

depending on rainfall, spot wildlife, talk to the friendly kookaburras, and marvel 
at the impacts of the changing seasons in the bush. 

 
Bush Kinder children  are amazing. 

Resilient. Resourceful. Responsible. 
Qualities for life. 



 

Rite of Passage 
Your child’s Bush Kinder year is special life. This year signifies 
their coming of age to enter a whole new phase of their life—school. 
 
This is a major milestone in their young life—so we celebrate it ! 
 
Each season during their Bush Kinder year, your child 
will visit the Victorian High Country on their Bush Trips. 
On these journeys they’ll be extending themselves; 
their resilience, their tolerance, abilities, confidence, 
self-reliance…..and their eyes will fill with wonder. 
 
On their last bush excursion though they’re in for a surprise. 
 
You see, Bush Kinder and our bush excursions are a Rite of Passage for children prior to beginning school. 
A Rite of Passage is a way of recognising the fact that life and their role in it will be 
permanently different—in a positive way. 
 
Indigenous tribes and communities stretching back thousands of years put enormous effort into their 
Rites of Passage, however somewhere in the 21st Century we forgot how to acknowledge these important 
milestones in our lives. Not any more.  
 
Bush Kinder proudly acknowledges every child  for the journey they’ve taken this year. 
 
Your child’s final bush adventure is a healthy and respectful community-based Rite of Passage, whereby 
your child walks the bridle track from Sheepyard Flat to Fry’s Hut to be met by their family, welcoming them 
with pride  and acceptance for the child they’ve become, ready for their primary education to begin. 
 
We’re not aware of any other kindergarten in the first world that values a Rite of Passage 
in such a thoughtful and community-orientated way, but having done this successfully 
since 2011 has resulted in Prep teachers telling us time and time again, 
“The Bush Kinder children are so settled within themselves. 
So content, so capable, so resilient”. 

 



 

How do children interact 
with the animals ? 

Freely and lovingly. 
 

In caring for The Farmhouse animals, children develop compassion, responsibility, 
curiosity, empathy, self-esteem and of course….pure joy. 

 
We may live in the country but not everyone lives on a farm.  

The Farmhouse offers children to care for a menagerie of animals 
they can enjoy as their own while at Bush Kinder. 

 
Our kinder windows overlook the goat paddock and our yard has 

rabbits and guinea pigs, chickens and ducks. We feed our food 
scraps to the pigs and bottle feed lambs and baby goats. 

 
Oooooh we have some fun ! 

 

David Sobel, author of Beyond Ecophobia: Reclaiming the Heart 
of Nature Education (1996), advocates that in addition to regular  
contact with nature, one of the best ways to foster empathy    
during early childhood is to cultivate children’s relationships 
with animals.  
 
Young children feel a natural kinship with, and are implicitly 
drawn to animals and especially baby animals. Animals are 
an endless source of wonder for children, fostering a caring 
attitude and sense of responsibility towards living things. 
Children interact   instinctively and naturally with animals, talk 
to them, and invest in them emotionally (Sobel 1996).  
 
A little-known fact about children and animals is that studies 
of the dreams of children younger than age 6 reveal that 
As many as 80% of their dreams are about animals  
(Acuff 1997, Patterson 2000).  
 
An additional significance of animals’ symbolic importance 
to children is that animals constitute more than 90% of the 
characters employed in language acquisition and counting 
in children’s preschool books (Kellert 1983). 



Intergenerational 
Learning Program  
Once a week Bush Kinder children spend one of their  
Kinder sessions at Bindaree Retirement Centre in       
Mansfield. 

To our knowledge we’re the first early learning service     
in Australia to adopt this model…..it’s called                      

Intergenerational Learning. 

A preschool in Seattle, USA, has sparked an                
international awakening to the enormous benefits      
of ‘intergenerational learning’.  

Essentially this means bringing pre-schoolers and 
the elderly together through planned, engaging   
activities and letting the rich and positive outcomes 
flow.  

 

These two precious generations offer so much,   
yet overlap for such a short period of time. 

The Farmhouse has formed a partnership with         
our very own local Bindaree Retirement Centre         
to bring this beautiful concept to Mansfield families—
of all ages. 

One kinder session a week takes place on-site at         
Bindaree, where our educational program continues, 
enhanced and enriched by the involvement of              
Bindaree residents.  

The first-world has become a generationally segregated society, and this is                                             
a momentous and meaningful way we can re-integrate the elderly into society, 

humbly providing incredible joy to our local elders every week.  The benefits to 
both generations are enormous. 

In our commitment to children’s educational journey with us, incorporation of 

Intergenerational Learning   to the Bush Kinder program deepens children’s 

sense of being and belonging within our community, seeing them            

engaging meaningfully within the fabric of our local community.  

 



 

Bush Kinder Educators are well versed in the fundamentals 
desired for when children commence their primary education.   
 
The Bush Kinder program is therefore designed to achieve 
these fundamentals at a comfortable pace for your child,    
incorporating time for them to individually find their own 
readiness to reach them. 

Will my child be 
‘school ready’ ? 

We specifically try to focus on science-related, maths-related 
and language-related activities in the context of the natural world. 
 
Nature and academic basics are interwoven into a curriculum in which educators 
notice what children are engaged in and create learning opportunities based on   
the childrens’ interests. The teachers help foster curiosity and independence as   
the  children develop self-help and socio-emotional skills, while shared experiences    
encourage students to get to know one another and their community.  
 
This also means that, unlike in many traditional preschools that set aside specific 
times and spaces for language, math, and science instruction, these teachings are 
interwoven throughout the day and children’s play. Our science lessons for          
instance include discoveries made outside and wandering along our native corridor, 
growing food in our vegie and herb gardens, and learning about composting with 
worms. 
 
Gross motor skills and fine motor skills as well as the basics of math, science,          
language, and socio-emotional development are all part of our curriculum. 
 
When we go on a walk or an exploration, science, maths, and language lessons  
happen all at once as the children discover a caterpillar forming a chrysalis, for    
example. We might talk about the science of life cycles, how great a distance the 
eventual butterfly will travel, and what the word “metamorphosis” means. If a child 
asks, a teacher will sit with the child to practice writing “butterfly” if that’s what 
the child would like to do.  
 
These conversations may also turn into art projects, dramatic plays                             
or creative movement periods in which the kids don wings they’ve                        
made and act like butterflies.  
 
To facilitate children feeling comfortable moving into a school                                   
environment we also ensure they’re adequately exposed to the more                                
traditional learnings of numbers, shapes, name recognition and letters. 



To avoid disappointment, please 
let us know as soon as possible that you 
would like to join us. 
 

Feel free to come and see Bush Kinder 
for yourselves….. 
 
3494 Maroondah Highway, Mansfield 
Just 2 minutes from the centre of town ! 
 
Tel:  5779 1842 
Email: admin@thefarmhouse.net.au 
 

www.thefarmhouse.net.au 

Enrolments are OPEN ! 

Group programming 2023 
Bush Kinder provides 15 hours of four-year-old kinder education, as per  

government regulations and funded-kinder guidelines. 
 

You’re invited to choose the group that works best 
for your child and your family. 

 
CANDLEBARK, 9am-2pm 

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 
 

SNOWGUM, 9am-2pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

Additional care options 
Life’s busy, for all different reasons. 
 

To help the running of your week, The Farmhouse offers  
before and after kinder care to Nature Kinder children. 
 
Your child can attend The Farmhouse before kinder, and is then walked to their Kindergarten room.                
At the end of the kinder session, your child is collected from the room by our staff for a seamless day. 
 
Many children do one or  both of the above and enjoy the security this offers. 
 
In 2023 we’ll be offering:       Before Kinder Care    6.45-9am OR 8.30-9am  
    After Kinder Care    2-4pm OR 2-6pm 


